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Purpose

Education transforms observation into understanding.

Understanding becomes appreciation.

Appreciation becomes stewardship.

This manual establishes how the Foundation interprets landscapes, teaches ecological literacy, and creates
meaningful learning experiences.
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Educational Philosophy

We do not simply teach facts. We cultivate relationships. Every program should help participants:

• Observe

• Wonder

• Understand

• Care

• Act

• Continue learning
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Learning Outcomes

Every participant should leave with a stronger understanding of:

• Living systems

• Watersheds

• Native ecosystems

• Stewardship

• Community

• Responsibility

• Hope
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Interpretive Themes

All educational materials should reinforce:

• The Future Is Cultivated

• Life Flourishes Where the Conditions for Flourishing Are Cultivated

• Healthy Land Creates Healthy Communities

• Stewardship is Responsibility Across Generations

• Every Person Can Be a Steward
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Guided Walk Standards

Every guided walk includes:

• Welcome

• Safety briefing

• Site history

• Ecology

• Stewardship practices

• Reflection

• Questions

• Closing invitation

Target duration: 60–90 minutes.
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School Programs

Develop programs by age group. Topics may include:

• Forest ecology

• Watersheds

• Wildlife

• Pollinators

• Soil

• Climate resilience

• Stewardship

• Habitat restoration



14Education Manual The Future Is Cultivated.

Outdoor Classrooms

Learning spaces should include:

• Seating

• Shade

• Accessibility where practical

• Native plants

• Demonstration areas

• Quiet reflection spaces

The landscape itself becomes the classroom.
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Interpretive Signs

Every sign should answer:

• What is here?

• Why does it matter?

• How does it work?

• What can visitors observe?

• How can they help?

Use plain language, illustrations, and durable materials.
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Citizen Science

Future projects may include:

• Bird surveys

• Pollinator counts

• Water-quality monitoring

• Plant inventories

• Phenology observations

• Wildlife cameras

• Forest health monitoring

All data should follow documented protocols. No invented results.
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Seasonal Programming

Spring — Wildflowers. Migration. Tree planting.

Summer — Water. Pollinators. Prairies.

Autumn — Seeds. Migration. Forest ecology.

Winter — Animal tracking. Forest structure. Planning.
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Storytelling

Stories should highlight:

• Landscapes

• Communities

• Restoration

• Science

• Volunteers

• Future possibilities

Avoid exaggeration. Use verified examples when describing real projects.
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Exhibits

Future exhibits may include:

• Watershed models

• Root system displays

• Soil profiles

• Wildlife identification

• Stewardship timelines

• Historic landscape photographs

• Interactive maps
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Publications

Educational publications include:

• Field guides

• Children's books

• Steward journals

• Species checklists

• Habitat guides

• Annual reports

• Research summaries

All should follow the Brand & Editorial Standards Manual.
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Digital Learning

Future resources may include:

• Interactive maps

• Online courses

• Recorded lectures

• Virtual field trips

• Species databases

• Downloadable lesson plans

Digital tools should complement, not replace, direct experience outdoors.
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Accessibility

Programs should strive to be welcoming and accessible. Consider:

• Clear language

• Visual aids

• Multiple learning styles

• Physical access where feasible

• Inclusive participation
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Stewardship Library

Recommended future collections:

• Conservation

• Ecology

• Botany

• Environmental history

• Geography

• Community development

• Leadership

• Indigenous knowledge

• Restoration science
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Photography Standards

Educational photography should show:

• Authentic field experiences

• Learning in progress

• Landscapes

• Wildlife

• Native plants

• Volunteers

• Seasonal change

Favor documentary realism over staged images.
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Evaluation

Measure programs through:

• Participation

• Learning outcomes

• Volunteer engagement

• Repeat attendance

• Community feedback

• Long-term stewardship involvement

Success is measured by lasting engagement, not attendance alone.



26Education Manual The Future Is Cultivated.

Future Education Center

A future education center could include:

• Welcome gallery

• Stewardship exhibit

• Classroom

• Research library

• Native plant demonstration garden

• Community meeting room

• Outdoor amphitheater

• Observation deck

PLACEHOLDER — no facility claimed as existing.
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Educational Partnerships

Potential partners include:

• Schools

• Universities

• Libraries

• Museums

• Parks

• Conservation organizations

• Tribal communities

• Local governments

Partnerships should advance shared learning and stewardship. List only confirmed partners when real.
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Reflection

The greatest classroom has always been the living world.

Every season teaches. Every landscape instructs. Every steward remains a student.
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Educational Commitment

The Foundation commits to helping every generation better understand the landscapes that sustain them.

Knowledge shared today becomes stewardship tomorrow.
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WE PROTECT

WHAT WE UNDERSTAND.

WE UNDERSTAND

WHAT WE TAKE TIME

TO OBSERVE.

Closing Principle — Education & Interpretation Manual
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